Facets of Creation Care




Everglades National Park:
Are the alligators real?
Are the baby alligators for sale?

Where are all the rides?
What time does the two o'clock bus leave?




Nancy Sheppard looks though the broken window in the back of her Edison Neighborhood home,
where burglars entered and ransacked her belongings. Her home has been burglarized several
times and during the most recent, the invaders killed her dog by dousing the animal with household
cleaners. (Julie Mack, Kalamazoo Gazette, May 17, 2009, 5:53AM)




Who owns it?




1 How does God relate to the creation?
- God made the creati on.

Genesis 1:1-5 (NASB) In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the
earth was formless and void, and darkness was
over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of
God was moving over the surface of the waters.
[3] Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there
was light. [4] And God saw that the light was
good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. [5] And God called the light day, and

- the darkness He called night. And there was

g evening and there was morning, one day.

~ See also Ps 33; Neh 9:1-6; John 1:1-5; and many

S

!ji others.
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God made the creation g

Genesis 1:1-5 (NASB) In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was formless
and void, and darkness was over the surface of the
deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface
of the waters. [3] Then God said, "Let there be light"; and
there was light. [4] And God saw that the light was good,;
and God separated the light from the darkness. [5] And
God called the light day, and the darkness He called
night. And there was evening and there was morning,
one day.

J—

Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25

=
~ Genesis 1:31 (NASB) And God saw all that He had made,
| and behold, it was very good. And there was evening

and there was morning, the sixth day.



1 God made the creation for Himself.

Col. 1:15-20 (NASB) And He is the image of the invisible
God, the first-born of all creation. [16] For by Him all
things were created, both in the heavens and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by
Him and for Him. [17] And He is before all things, and in
Him all things hold together. [18] He is also head of the
body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born
from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have
first place in everything. [19] For it was the Father's good
pleasure for all the fulness to dwell in Him, [20] and
through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having
made peace through the blood of His cross; through
Him, | say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.

- - -

r See also Isa 42:1-8: Rom 11:33-36 and others.
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God sustains the creation.

Psalm 104

Psalm 104:10-13 (NIV)

[10] He makes springs pour water into the

ravines;

it flows between the mountains.

[11] They give water to all the beasts of the field;
the wild donkeys quench their thirst.
[12] The birds of the air nest by the waters;
they sing among the branches.
[13] He waters the mountains from his upper
chambers;

the earth is satisfied by the fruit of his work.




God sustains the creation.

Psalm 104:27-30 (NIV)

These all look to you

to give them their food at the proper time.

[28] When you give it to them,
they gather it up;

they are satisfied with good things.
[29] When you hide your face,

they are terrified,;

when you take away their breath,

they die and return to the dust.

[30] When you send your Spirit,

they are created,

and you renew the face of the earth.




The creation reveals God to us.

Romans 1:18-20 (NASB) For the wrath of God Is
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the
truth in unrighteousness, [19] because that
which is known about God is evident within
them; for God made it evident to them. [20] For
since the creation of the world His invisible
attributes, His eternal power and divine nature,
have been clearly seen, being understood
through what has been made, so that they are
without excuse.

J—
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" See also Ps 19:1-6 and others.



The creation reveals God to us.

NThe first question whi
wrote the great German philosopher and
mat hemati ci an Gottfrie
Why 1 s there somet hing
Unless we are prepared to believe that the
Universe simply popped into existence
uncaused out of nothing, then the answer must
be: Something exists because there is an
eternal, uncaused being from which no further
explanation I s possi bl




The creation reveals God to us.

nGod can say, oODo you w,
what | am like? Look at the creation as | made
| t . O The uni verse 1 S

essence of God, but in all its parts it does speak
of HI m. o

. Francis Schaeffer, Genesis in Space and Time




1 The creation reveals God to us.

"What value has wildlife from the standpoint of
morals and religion? | heard of a boy once who
was brought up an atheist. He changed his
mind when he saw that there were a hundred-
odd species of warblers, each bedecked like to
the rainbow, and each performing yearly sundry
thousands of miles of migration about which
scientists wrote wisely but did not understand.
No ‘fortuitous concourse of elements' working
blindly through any number of millions of years
could quite account for why warblers are so
beautiful. No mechanistic theory, even
bolstered by mutations, has ever quite
accounted for the colors of the cerulean warbler,
or the vespers of the wood thrush, or the
swansong, or -- goose music.




The creation reveals God to us.

| dare say this boy's convictions would be harder to
shake than those of many inductive
theologians. There are yet many boys to be
born who, like Isaiah, 'may see, and know, and
consider, and understand together, that the
hand of the Lord hath done this." But where

shall they see, and know, and consider? In
museums?o0




?ééi\\/*e'r.de National Park: i
Why did the Indians decide to live in Colorado?
Why did they build the ruins so close to't d
Do you know of any undiscovere_c‘_;lu.'..rgt_{_in_s’? 3
Did peo 5?7




What

Exam

nave we done to communities/ecosystems?

nles of Ecosystem Loss in the U.S.:

1999 USGS survey:.

A

A
A

A
A
A

Cut 95-98% of the virgin/old-growth forests in
the lower 48 since 1620

98% of the tallgrass prairie

9O9% of Cal i1 forni aods
wetlands, and 85% of its redwood forests.

90% of Hawaili il 0s dry
81% of the nations fish communities
more than 50% of our wetlands.

f



Pulling a big load in Ewen, Michigan 1893




Plant Communities of Indiana .. g
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Lindsey, A. A., W. B. Crankshaw, and S. A. Qadir. 1965. Soil Relations and Distribution Map of the Vegetation of
Presettlement Indiana. Botanical Gazette, 126(3): 155-163



= Indiana State Seal
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~ Plant Communities of Indiana

hnRobert RiIdgwa)
=y Naturalist who studied and : o
& photographed the forests of the il s
¢ Lower Wabash River during the sty e
' 1870s and 1880s, described
== the stands of timber of that
Wr egion as O6an .
== heavy virgin forest, some of the RS
~ heaviest hardwood forest | e _
have ever seeni as | have S A 2000 QU8

_ o _ Natural Heritage of Indiana.
twice visited the Tropics Indiana University Press,

Bloomington.

= (Central America) T covering
almost the entire floodplain on
the I ndiana side. 00



1 Plant Communities of Indiana

NRIi dgeway measured seve
9.5 feet in diameter] with overall heights of 160
to almost 200 feet. Several cypress stumps
were measured in Knox County at 8 and 9 feet
In diameter above their buttressed bases. He
also measured a tuliptree, now rarely
encountered on floodplains, that taped [8 feet In
diameter], 91 feet to the first limb, and 190 feet
total height. The maximum diameter he
recorded for a tuliptree was 11 feet; the average
diameter of 18 measured specimens was 6.2
feet. Heights ranged from 110 to 168 feet,
averaging 143.5.
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Plant Communities of Indiana

nNToday, much | ess than
remains in high-quality natural area. Itis indeed
sobering to realize that of the 20 million acres of
original primeval forest that once occurred in
Indiana I nearly enough to encircle the world
one and a quarter times as a mile-wide band 1
today scarcely enough remains of high-quality
old-growth forest in private ownership to
encompass the Indianapolis Motor Speedway at
the sameone-mi | e wi dt h. o
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' What have we
done to species”?

Psalm 104:24 (NIV)
How many are your
works, O LORD!

In wisdom you

; made them all;
(s the earth is full of

S your creatures.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Porosity
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The IUCH Red List web site made easy: a users’ quide is now available!
03 April 2003 - In October 2003, the ILUCH Red List web site was given a brand
new look. The new site has more functionality than ever before. This also
means that the site has more detailed search pages that... more

Sturgeon more Critically Endangered than any other group of species
22 March 2010 - Eighty five percent of sturgean, one of the aldest families

of fishes in existence, valued around the world for their precious roe, are at risk
of extinction, making them the... mare

= Habitat loss blamed for more species decline
d 16 March 2010 - Hahitat loss is having a serious impact on Europe's butterflies,

beetles and dragonflies. The release of the European Red List, commissioned
by the European Commission, shows that... more

Year of the Tiger
23 February 2010 - 2010 is the Year of the Tiger in the Chinese calendar, a

8| zodiac sign associated with power, passion and courage, yet these majestic

anirmals rermain under threat from human... more
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“Technical Documents

SHIP STURGEON
Acipenser huciventnis

International Sturgeon Research Institute

http://www.iucnredlist.org/



http://www.iucnredlist.org/
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Vertebrates

have

Estimated
Number of
described

species '

we

Number of
species
evaluated by
2010 (IUCN Red
List version
2010.1)

done

Number of
threatened
species®® in
2010 (IUCN Red
List version
2010.1)

t o

Number
threatened in
2010, as % of

species
described %3

h e

Number
threatened in
2010, as % of

species
evaluated

Mammals ° 5,490 5,490 1,143 21% 21%
Birds 9,998 9,998 1,223 12% 129%
Reptiles 9,084 1,672 467 5% 28%
Amphibians ® 6,433 6.284 1,895 29% 30%
Fishes 31,300 4.446 1.414 5% 32%

Subtotal 62,305 27,890 6,142 10% 22%

NOTES (for rows and columns as indicated by the superscripted numbers) ;
1. The sources usad for the numbers dascribed EPECIES In 2ach taxonomic group are lksted balow.
2. Threatensd specles ars those Isted a5 Critically Endangered (CR), Sndangered (EM) or Vuinerable (VUL

3. The numbers and percentages of spacies thraatenad In each group DO NOT mean that the remalndar are all not thraatened (e, are Least Concam). Thers are a number of specias In many of the groups listed as Near Threatened or Data Deficlent (see Tables 3a and 3b).
These figuras also need 1o be considered In relation o the number of specles evaluated as shown In column bwo (s2e note 4.

Sources for Numbers of Described Species:

Vertebrates

Mammale — Fram Wilson and Reader (2005 see Mipiiwww bucknell.eduimesa2f), with geviations based on new revislons and published papers that have appearad since the accounts In Wilson and Reader [2005) were complizd and largely up untll 31 Dacember 2007, but
there ara 3 few excepilons whare new species published In 2003 and 2002 hawve baen Included, whike othars are currently under review. In casas whare there are alternative taxonomic treatmants, ine Global Mammal Assessment coordinating t2am werking wilh tha relevant
IUCK S5C Speclalist Group has advised on which treatment to Tallow.

Birds — BirdL¥e International. 2009, Tha SirdLifa chacilist of the birds of the world, with conserdation status and taxonamie ssurces. Varslon 2. Avaliable from hitp-fwww birdife Infofdocs/SpeChacklistiCheckist_v2_June09 zip [xls Zipped 1 MB]. Actessed: 31 October 2009,
Amphiblane— From Frost, 0.8 2009, Amohiaian Species of the Wond: an Onine Reference. Wersion 5.3 (12 Fetwuary, 2000).  Avaliable &% Ntp:iresearch. aman org/herpelsiogy/amphbiaindex pnp. Accassed: 31 October 2008,

Raptilas - Basad on the figures (35 of Oclober 200%) provided by  The TIGR Repits Database complied by Peter Uelz and Jakob Hallermarn. Avalable a7 hitpofwaa reptlie-gatabase ong. Accessed: 31 Oclober 2003,
Flshes — Based on Frogse, R. and Pauly, D. (eds). 2002, FlzhBase. World Wide Web electronic publication. www fishbasa.org. werslon (3/2009). Accessed: 31 Colober 2009.

http://www.iucnredlist.org/documents/summarystatistics/2010 1RL Stats Table 1.pdf



http://www.iucnredlist.org/documents/summarystatistics/2010_1RL_Stats_Table_1.pdf

What have we <O
done to plant
species in

Indiana?

35 species are
¢ listed on this

.| page.

P This is page
e 1 Of 18.



