
Facets of Creation Care



Everglades National Park:

Are the alligators real?

Are the baby alligators for sale?

Where are all the rides?

What time does the two o'clock bus leave?



Nancy Sheppard looks though the broken window in the back of her Edison Neighborhood home, 

where burglars entered and ransacked her belongings. Her home has been burglarized several 

times and during the most recent, the invaders killed her dog by dousing the animal with household 

cleaners.  (Julie Mack, Kalamazoo Gazette, May 17, 2009, 5:53AM)



Who owns it?



How does God relate to the creation?

God made the creation.  Itôs His.

Genesis 1:1-5 (NASB)  In the beginning God 

created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the 

earth was formless and void, and darkness was 

over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of 

God was moving over the surface of the waters. 

[3] Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there 

was light. [4] And God saw that the light was 

good; and God separated the light from the 

darkness. [5] And God called the light day, and 

the darkness He called night. And there was 

evening and there was morning, one day.

See also Ps 33; Neh 9:1-6; John 1:1-5; and many

others.



God made the creation goodé very good.

Genesis 1:1-5 (NASB)  In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was formless 

and void, and darkness was over the surface of the 

deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface 

of the waters. [3] Then God said, "Let there be light"; and 

there was light. [4] And God saw that the light was good; 

and God separated the light from the darkness. [5] And 

God called the light day, and the darkness He called 

night. And there was evening and there was morning, 

one day.

Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25

Genesis 1:31 (NASB)  And God saw all that He had made, 

and behold, it was very good. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the sixth day. 



God made the creation for Himself.

Col. 1:15-20 (NASB)  And He is the image of the invisible 

God, the first-born of all creation. [16] For by Him all 

things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, 

visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by 

Him and for Him. [17] And He is before all things, and in 

Him all things hold together. [18] He is also head of the 

body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born 

from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have 

first place in everything. [19] For it was the Father's good 

pleasure for all the fulness to dwell in Him, [20] and 

through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having 

made peace through the blood of His cross; through 

Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.

See also Isa 42:1-8; Rom 11:33-36 and others.



God sustains the creation.

Psalm 104

Psalm 104:10-13 (NIV)  

[10] He makes springs pour water into the 

ravines;

it flows between the mountains. 

[11] They give water to all the beasts of the field;

the wild donkeys quench their thirst. 

[12] The birds of the air nest by the waters;

they sing among the branches. 

[13] He waters the mountains from his upper 

chambers;

the earth is satisfied by the fruit of his work.



God sustains the creation.

Psalm 104:27-30 (NIV)  

These all look to you

to give them their food at the proper time. 

[28] When you give it to them,

they gather it up;

when you open your hand,

they are satisfied with good things. 

[29] When you hide your face,

they are terrified;

when you take away their breath,

they die and return to the dust. 

[30] When you send your Spirit,

they are created,

and you renew the face of the earth.



The creation reveals God to us.

Romans 1:18-20 (NASB)  For the wrath of God is 

revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 

and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the 

truth in unrighteousness, [19] because that 

which is known about God is evident within 

them; for God made it evident to them. [20] For 

since the creation of the world His invisible 

attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, 

have been clearly seen, being understood 

through what has been made, so that they are 

without excuse.

See also Ps 19:1-6 and others.



The creation reveals God to us.

ñThe first question which should rightly be asked,ò 

wrote the great German philosopher and 

mathematician Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, ñis: 

Why is there something rather than nothing?òé 

Unless we are prepared to believe that the 

Universe simply popped into existence 

uncaused out of nothing, then the answer must 

be: Something exists because there is an 

eternal, uncaused being from which no further 

explanation is possible.ò

William Lane Craig,  The Existence of God and the 

Beginning of the Universe



The creation reveals God to us.

ñGod can say, óDo you want to know something of 

what I am like?  Look at the creation as I made 

it.ô  The universe is not an extension of the 

essence of God, but in all its parts it does speak 

of Him.ò

Francis Schaeffer, Genesis in Space and Time



The creation reveals God to us.

"What value has wildlife from the standpoint of 
morals and religion?  I heard of a boy once who 
was brought up an atheist.  He changed his 
mind when he saw that there were a hundred-
odd species of warblers, each bedecked like to 
the rainbow, and each performing yearly sundry 
thousands of miles of migration about which 
scientists wrote wisely but did not understand.  
No 'fortuitous concourse of elements' working 
blindly through any number of millions of years 
could quite account for why warblers are so 
beautiful.  No mechanistic theory, even 
bolstered by mutations, has ever quite 
accounted for the colors of the cerulean warbler, 
or the vespers of the wood thrush, or the 
swansong, or -- goose music.



The creation reveals God to us.

I dare say this boy's convictions would be harder to 
shake than those of  many inductive 
theologians.  There are yet many boys to be 
born who, like Isaiah, 'may see, and know, and 
consider, and understand together, that the 
hand of the Lord hath done this.'  But where 
shall they see, and know, and consider?  In 
museums?ò

Aldo Leopold, Round River



Mesa Verde National Park:

Why did the Indians decide to live in Colorado?

Why did they build the ruins so close to the road?

Do you know of any undiscovered ruins?

Did people build this, or did Indians?



What have we done to communities/ecosystems?

Examples of Ecosystem Loss in the U.S.:
1999 USGS survey:

Å Cut 95-98% of the virgin/old-growth forests in 
the lower 48 since 1620

Å 98% of the tallgrass prairie

Å 99% of Californiaôs grasslands, 91% of its 
wetlands, and 85% of its redwood forests.

Å 90% of Hawaiiôs dry forests

Å 81% of the nations fish communities

Åmore than 50% of our wetlands.



Pulling a big load in Ewen, Michigan 1893



Plant Communities of Indiana

Dry Grass Prairie

Forest Oak-Hickory

Mixed 

Mesophytic

(Beech-Oak-

Maple-Hickory)

Beech-Maple

Wet Wetland

Lindsey, A. A., W. B. Crankshaw, and S. A. Qadir.  1965.  Soil Relations and Distribution Map of the Vegetation of 

Presettlement Indiana.  Botanical Gazette, 126(3): 155-163 



Indiana State Seal



Plant Communities of Indiana

ñRobert Ridgway, and eminent 

naturalist who studied and 

photographed the forests of the 

Lower Wabash River during the 

1870s and 1880s, described 

the stands of timber of that 

region as óan exceedingly 

heavy virgin forest, some of the 

heaviest hardwood forest I 

have ever seen ïas I have 

twice visited the Tropics 

(Central America) ïcovering 

almost the entire floodplain on 

the Indiana side.ôò

Jackson, M. T. 2000. The 

Natural Heritage of Indiana. 

Indiana University Press, 

Bloomington. 



Plant Communities of Indiana

ñRidgeway measured several sycamores at [8.0 to 
9.5 feet in diameter] with overall heights of 160 
to almost 200 feet.  Several cypress stumps 
were measured in Knox County at 8 and 9 feet 
in diameter above their buttressed bases.  He 
also measured a tuliptree, now rarely 
encountered on floodplains, that taped [8 feet in 
diameter], 91 feet to the first limb, and 190 feet 
total height.  The maximum diameter he 
recorded for a tuliptree was 11 feet; the average 
diameter of 18 measured specimens  was 6.2 
feet.  Heights ranged from 110 to 168 feet, 
averaging 143.5.

Ridgewayôs measurements were of felled trees, so 
we can be confident of his data.ò



Plant Communities of Indiana

ñToday, much less than 1 percent of the state 

remains in high-quality natural area.  It is indeed 

sobering to realize that of the 20 million acres of 

original primeval forest that once occurred in 

Indiana ïnearly enough to encircle the world 

one and a quarter times as a mile-wide band ï

today scarcely enough remains of high-quality 

old-growth forest in private ownership to 

encompass the Indianapolis Motor Speedway at 

the same one-mile width.ò



Carlsbad Caverns National Park:

How much of the cave is underground?

Does it ever rain in here?

How many Ping-Pong balls would it take to fill this up?

So what is thisé just a hole in the ground?

So what's in the unexplored part of the cave?



What have we 

done to species?

Psalm 104:24 (NIV)

How many are your 

works, O LORD! 

In wisdom you 

made them all; 

the earth is full of 

your creatures.

éuntil nowé

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Porosity


http://www.iucnredlist.org/

http://www.iucnredlist.org/


http://www.iucnredlist.org/documents/summarystatistics/2010_1RL_Stats_Table_1.pdf

What have we done to the worldôs vertebrates?

http://www.iucnredlist.org/documents/summarystatistics/2010_1RL_Stats_Table_1.pdf


What have we 

done to plant 

species in 

Indiana?

35 species are 

listed on this 

page.

This is page   

1 of 18.


